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Bill, As before, in my opinion, the Union Government have mere-
ly cabled home a summary giving their interpretation of the
debatable clauses. If so, they have obtained the Imperial Govern-
ment's consent under false pretences. Be that as it may, I ven-
ture to state that if any of the existing rights as set forth in my
letter1 are disturbed and if the legal status as to marriage is not
restored as it existed before the Searle judgment, passive resistance
will undoubtedly revive and this time it is bound to be of a
general character, i.e., it cannot be confined to the Transvaal.
You may also have noticed that Indian women will actively parti-
cipate in the struggle if the marriage question is. not settled. I
trust you do not mind my writing frankly in this matter.
May I thank you and the Unionist leaders for their sympa-
thetic speeches at the second reading and may I hope that the same
vigilance will be exercised by you and them during the remain-
ing stages of the Bill? I cannot help feeling that, if the Government
will not grant all our demands, the best solution will be to amend
the Transvaal law.
/ am>
Tours faithfully,
From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji's hand: S. N. 5781
52.   THE SECOND READING
In spite of the unanimous opposition of the Unionist Party,
the Immigration Bill has been read a second time without a divi-
sion. The result would be considered astounding if we did not know
the ways of the Botha Ministry. The Right Hon'ble Mr. Fischer
has bought his second reading by promising to consider favourably
the suggestions made by the Opposition for improving the Bill and
by telling the House that he had secured the general approval
were not of that civilization which they had in the country, and not best fitted
to promote the best interests of South Africa. . » . With Europeans they in
this country could assimilate. With Indians they could not. The large introduc-
tion of Indians into this country would give rise to grave economic, moral,
social and political evils. ... It was the intention of South Africa to ex-
clude Asiatics. . . ." On the marriage question, he was reported to have said:
"... what was recognized was that the marriage was according to the
Roman-Dutch law, and according to the civilization to which South Africans
belonged. That they should upset the code of marriage laws of this country
was not to be acceded to. ..."
1 Vide "Letter to Secretary for Interior", pp. 29-30,

